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activation of macrophages by immune
complexes. Systemic lupus erythematosus
(SLE) is associated with the production of

anti-DNA antibodies that form immune
complexes (IC) that are capable of

activating antigen presenting cells (APC). In
the present study, we demonstrate that

normal macrophages can be activated by
anti-DNA IC in the presence of normal
serum. The mechanism of activation
involved the surface expression of a

number of co-stimulatory molecules and
the production of cytokines. Normal

monocytes expressed constitutively the
adhesion molecules Mac-1, LFA-3, and

ICAM-1 and were able to adhere to
immobilized anti-DNA IC as well as to fixed
IC-coated plates. However, macrophages

that were treated with EDTA were no
longer activated by IC. Although IC

increased the expression of Mac-1 and
ICAM-1 on normal monocytes
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